REGULAR MEETING
VILLAGE OF MORRILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

October 10, 2023
7:00 PM
A Regular Meeting of the Chairman and Board of Trustees of the Village of Morrill, Nebraska was held on October 10, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at the Village of Morrill Legion Hall.  Notice of the meeting had been published according to law, in the Star Herald, a newspaper published of general circulation in the Village and also posted in 3 conspicuous places within the Village of Morrill.   The notice stated the date, hour and place of the meeting, that the meeting would be open to the public, that anyone with a disability desiring reasonable accommodation to attend the meeting should contact the Village office, and that an agenda of the meeting kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the office of the Village; provided, however, the Village Board could modify the agenda at the meeting if it determined that an emergency so required.  An agenda kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the Village office at all times from the date of publication of the notice to the time of the meeting.  A similar notice, together with a copy of the agenda, was also delivered to each Board Member.
Chairman Hart presided and Village Clerk Janine Schmidt recorded the proceedings. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Hart directed the public a copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, posted on the north wall for the public’s review. The following Board Members were present: Neal Hart, Paul Adams, Denise Sinner, and Steve Engleman.  Tony Schuler was absent.  Also in attendance was Village Attorney Jacob Swanson, Simmons Olsen Law Firm
1. Moved by Member Adams and seconded by Member Sinner to approve the agenda.     
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Schuler.
2. Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Engleman that the minutes from 09/12/2023 Public Hearing and Regular Meeting be approved.
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Schuler.

3. Moved by Member Adams and seconded by Member Hart to approve the September 30, 2023 Treasurer’s Report be approved.
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Schuler.

Chairman Hart asked if any citizens with business not scheduled on the agenda wished to include an item providing the Village Board determines the item requires emergency action. There were no emergency items.
4. Approval and Close Out of the Owner-Occupied Rehab for CBDG Program was not discussed as David Welanko from PADD was not in attendance.  This item will be put on the next agenda in November.
5. Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Hart to Approve Kevin Lillard as a member of the Morrill Volunteer Fire Department.
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Schuler.

6. Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Engleman to Approve the Christmas Lighting Contest.  Any household is eligible if they are on Village of Morrill’s electric system except for members of the Board of Trustees.
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Schuler.

7. Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Engleman to remove the blocks and roof on the dugouts at FoMo Park due to liability issues.  All other equipment will remain. 
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Schuler.

8. Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Hart to waive 3 readings of Ordinance D-372 Regarding the Village’s Right to Levy Occupational Tax and Procedures for Levying and Collecting Taxes.
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Schuler.


Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Hart to Adopt Ordinance D-372.

YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Schuler.

ORDINANCE D-372
AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF MORRILL, NEBRASKA, AMENDING SECTION 110.01 OF THE VILLAGE OF MORRILL, NEBRASKA CODE OF ORDINANCES REGARDING THE VILLAGE’S RIGHT TO LEVY OCCUPATION TAX AND AMENDING SECTION 110.02 REGARDING THE PROCEDURE FOR LEVYING AND COLLECTING OCCUPATION TAX.

Published in pamphlet form.

9. Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Engleman to waive 3 readings of Ordinance D-373 Establishing Occupational Tax Rates on Businesses within the Village of Morrill.  
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Schuler.


Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Sinner to Adopt Ordinance D-373.
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Schuler.

ORDINANCE D-373
AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF MORRILL, NEBRASKA, ESTABLISHING OCCUPATIONAL TAX RATES ON BUSINESS WITHIN THE VILLAGE OF MORRILL, NEBRASKA, REPEALING PRIOR ORDINANCES, AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

Published in pamphlet form.

10. An opportunity for public comment was provided.  Public comments were as follows: Pete Cawiezel shared that the Christmas Stroll will be December 4th from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Santa will be at the Fire Department and there will also be horse drawn wagon or hay rides.  Fall Clean-Up Week is coming at the end of October.  The Community Development Group has a really good working relationship now with the school and businesses in Morrill and they are excited on keeping these relationships.  Matt Hinman shared that his wife is a coach for T-Ball in Mitchell and he shared that he is glad we are not getting rid of the field at FoMo Park because there are limited practice times and they have actually utilized FoMo Park. He shared he has also seen families having softball games as well.  Joseph Conrad asked for clarification on FoMo Park and stated that he recently saw a group of young kids playing on the field.  He shared it is good to see our youth out utilizing the space.
11. The Village Board then received written reports from departments.  
12. The next item on the agenda was the approval of bills and expenses.  It was moved by Member Adams and seconded by Member Engleman to approve all claims as presented.  
Action Communications, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 19.71
Panhandle Public Health District Trng 60.00
Amazon Capital Services Sup 55.20, Sup 189.00
PowerManager Srvcs/Lbr 9224.79
Ameritas Life Insurance Company Ins 151.10
RCI Srvcs/Lbr 75.00
Arbor Day Foundation Memb 40.00
Redfield & Company, Inc. Sup 1260.65
Attentive Ins 920.00
Rusch's General Contracting LLC Srvcs/Lbr 13286.87
Axon Enterprise, Inc. Sup 989.88
Sandberg Implement Inc. Sup 80.76
BARCO Municipal Products Inc. Sup 1199.58, Sup
Scotts Bluff County Building & Zoning Srvcs/Lbr 34.00
1050.80
Simmons Olsen Law Firm, P.C. Srvcs/Lbr 1022.27,
Black Hills Energy Util 49.78
Srvcs/Lbr 35.00, Srvcs/Lbr 25.00, Srvcs/Lbr 1000.00
Black Hills Energy Util 38.60
Simon Sup 1020.00
Black Hills Energy Util 340.37
Spic & Span Cleaners Sup 4821.60
Blue Cross/ Blue Shield Ins 10626.62
Torrington Disposal Service Srvcs/Lbr 9715.50, Srvcs/Lbr
Border States Industries Sup 908.15, Sup 702.94
70.00, Srvcs/Lbr 773.60
Century Business Products Srvcs/Lbr 51.71, Srvcs/Lbr
U-Save Mart Fuel 892.47
151.26
Verizon Wireless Srvcs/Lbr 136.47, Srvcs/Lbr 138.42
Charter Communications - Library Acct Util 79.98
Viaero Wireless Srvcs/Lbr 196.12
Charter Communications - Village Office Util 229.95
Village of Morrill Utility Deposit Acct Dep 200.00, Dep
Charter Communication - Fire Dept Acct. Util 129.98
200.00
Charter Communications - Golf Course Util 146.44
Visa Sup 1742.64
Charter Communications - Police Util 79.98
Vistabeam Util 79.90
Charter Communications - Pool Account Util 49.99
Watson Welding & Manufacturing Srvcs/Lbr 790.00
Colonial Life Ins 696.26
Wesco Receivables Corp. Sup 1950.00, Sup 130.00
Culligan Water Conditioning Srvcs/Lbr 163.00
Western Nebraska Joint Water Board Wtr 8203.50
DL Foods Sup 29.55
Western Nebraska Papers Pub/Sub 202.14, Pub/Sub
Dearborn Life Insurance Company Ins 65.36
1130.04
Dutton-Lainson Company Sup 12294.71, Sup 12294.71,
Whiting Signs Sup 202.50
Sup 1342.32





       Village of Morrill Refund $200.00, 200.00, 200.00
Eakes Office Solutions Sup 87.54


       Payroll $21,781.05; 24,470.14

Enviro Service, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 25.00


       Edward Jones Retirement $5,510.00
Galls Incorporated Sup 106.21



      941 Taxes $6,126.18; 7,135.57

Credit Card Fees $49.50, 9.95, 25.90


      Nebraska Department of Revenue Taxes $3,427.04; 16,419.70   




                   NEWorks - $64.78 Unemployment

State Farm Life Insurance $323.40   


      Allert All Corp $617.50 supplies
Garcia & Sons Interior & Exterior Servic Srvcs/Lbr 2549.90    VISA $600.00 Hotel; 228.16 Fuel/Meals
Globe Life Liberty National Division Ins 331.62                        Morrill Fire Department $168.39 Fuel/Meals
Horse Creek Tire Srvcs/Lbr 196.44                         
       Matheson Tri-Gas $151.95 Oxygen
Ideal Linen Supply Sup 68.56, Sup 44.03, Sup 33.60, Sup     USave Mart – $42.69 Fuel
80.81                                                                                         Office Ally - $35.00
Ideal-Linen Bluff's Facility Solutions Sup 286.90
Intralinks, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 62.50
Irby Company Uniform 211.00, Sup 579.20, Uniform
253.04, Sup 1455.90, Sup 100.23
J Harlen Co., Inc. Uniform 118.00
Janine Schmidt Milg 688.87
John Deere Credit Sup 752.17
LARM Ins 970.01
Loyal American Life Insurance Co Ins 1453.27
M.C. Schaff & Associates, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 725.00
M.E.A.N. Elec 64241.77
Menards Sup 100.34
Midwest Connect Sup 431.00
Mobius Communications Company Srvcs/Lbr 35.00
Monument Prevention Coalition Memb 568.50
Morrill American Legion Rent 150.00
Morrill Hardware Sup 136.69
Morrill Rotary Club Memb 225.00
Morrill Supply Sup 925.63
Mutual Of Omaha Ins 132.48
Nebraska Municipal Clerk's Association Memb 50.00
Nebraska PrintWorks, LLC. Sup 522.20
Nebraska Public Health Environmental Lab Srvcs/Lbr
380.00
Nebraska Rural Water Association Trng 400.00
Nebraska Safety & Fire Equipment Inc Srvcs/Lbr 63.00
One Call Concepts, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 7.54
Panhandle Area Development District Memb 821.92
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Schuler.

13. The next Regular Board of Trustee Meeting will be held on November 7, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at the Morrill American Legion.
14.  The last item on the agenda was a motion to adjourn by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Hart.
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Sinner. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Schuler.


The meeting was then adjourned at 7:24 p.m.


/s/ Janine K. Schmidt

/s/ Neal Hart

Janine K. Schmidt



Neal Hart

Village Clerk/Treasurer


Chairman, Board of Trustees
